18        PRE-ARYAN AND PRE-DRAVIDIAN

in the domain of the Munda languages of India
which are related to the Austro-Asiatic group, we have
in Santali :

gulu-mulu " to make round by rubbing between the
palms of hands, round, spherical "

gurmuria    " round, spherical." *

In the Austro-Asiatic languages, there is, therefore
a verbal root mul \ mur which means " to roll up/' The
betel leaf, that is to say, the object which one rolls up
takes its name probably from this root.

The equivalence of Indo-Aryan and Indo-Chinese
forms helps us to explain a Bengali expression, pointed out
to me by Dr. S. K. Chatterji. A Hindu caste of Bengal,
which has for its main occupation the cultivation and the
sale of betel, is called barni<barai formed from *6ar-
a word which is no longer in use in Bengali, and the
suffix -a-i which marks appurtenance, The name occurs
in a village name Barayl-jpada in a copper-plate grant of
Visva-rupa Sena, c. 12th-13th cen. Barui, when Pans-
kritised, gives baru-fivin " who lives on *baru." There
is also the word baroj which means the kind of pergola
in which the betel vine is grown. Bar-, bar- evidently
designates betel and is clearly related to the Indo-Chinese
forms laluy etc.

The comparison of woids, we have made, is
instructive. In the Bengali and the Indo-Chinese forms
of the name of betel, the vowel u follows the liquid i
*bara, dalu, bin, etc, On the contrary in Sanskrit and
in Pali n precedes the liquid, as in the verbal root
.mur mul.

1 Note that the element gul- is found in  Indo-Aryan, c/. Skr,
gulma, gulika, etc,